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POTA:  Getting Started 
with Parks on the Air

Dale Henninger – W0DHZ
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What is POTA? 

Parks on the Air (POTA) is an international radiosport award program that encourages licensed 

amateur radio operators to visit, enjoy and operate portable equipment in a variety of parks and 

public lands, always respecting other park users and local regulations.

POTA issues awards to participants based on a wide range of criteria including the total number 

of radio contacts made, number made on each amateur radio band, and for different modes of 

communication including voice, Morse code or FT8.

Wikipedia
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What is POTA? 

Parks on the Air (POTA) is an amateur radio activity that encourages portable operations in 

designated parks around the world. The program is similar in concept to other "on the air" 

programs, such as Islands on the Air (IOTA) and Summits on the Air (SOTA), but focuses 

specifically on parks.

The primary goals of POTA are:

• Promotion of Public Awareness - Introducing the public to ham radio and demonstrating the 

capabilities of the amateur radio service.

• Radio Amateur Skill Enhancement - Encouraging hams to improve their skills, especially in 

portable operations.

• Stewardship - Encouraging hams to act as stewards of the parks they activate by following 

best practices and principles of Leave No Trace.

ChatGPT
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History of POTA

• NPOTA 2016 – National Parks on the Air Program

ARRL celebration of 100 years of the national parks program

POTA Addicts Created

• POTA Addicts Unite!

• 2018 - 501(c)3 Nonprofit was formed:  Parks on the Air
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POTA Growth
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Get outdoors / Enjoy Radio!

Have Fun!

Kill that mic fright with transaction style 

contacts – Prepare for contest operation

Become a Better Operator

You get to be the DX / DXpedition

Learn to Operate Pileups

Why POTA?

Quick Deploy / Emergency Ops Prep

Build / Operate Field Kits

CW is very popular in POTA

Learn CW



|    7

Copyright © 2024 – Dale R Henninger

POTA.APP

POTA

Resources
Facebook

Documentation
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http://pota.app

Scheduled activations

Activations

Log upload interface

Log Upload

Who is on the air now

POTA Spots Page

Your stats and awards

Stats / Awards

POTA App – Main Website

http://pota.app/
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https://docs.pota.app/

POTA Documentation

https://docs.pota.app/
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https://docs.pota.app/

POTA Documentation

PLEASE READ POTA
DOCUMENTATION
FRONT TO BACK

BACK TO FRONT

UP AND DOWN

LEFT AND RIGHT

https://docs.pota.app/
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https://www.facebook.com

Facebook POTA Page

https://www.facebook.com/
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ACTIVATOR

Terminology

HUNTER
PARK

P2P CONTACT

LATE SHIFT

2-FER

3-FER

ACTIVATION
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POTA Terminology

PARK
A national or state park, forest, trail, or wildlife area 

that has been added to the POTA Park entity list.

The list/map of Parks can be found on the 

http://pota.app website.

Each park is assigned a number such as US-2482.

City/County parks are not included at this time.

W0DHZ
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POTA Terminology

ACTIVATOR
Operator who visits a POTA Park for the purpose of 

”Activating” the park.

The Activator must have their person, radio, and 

antenna all within the park boundaries at the time of 

the activation.

W0DHZ
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POTA Terminology

HUNTER
Operator who makes a contact with an Activator who 

is activating a park.

A Hunter could be at their home QTH, a portable 

location (non-POTA park), or mobile.
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POTA Terminology

ACTIVATION
The event in which an Activator goes to a park for the 

purpose of Activating the park.

A Park activation consists of all the contacts that are 

made during a single Zulu day.

The activator completes a successful activation after 

10 contacts are completed.
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POTA Terminology

LATE / EARLY SHIFT
Late Shift - For US Central Time, the late shift begins 

at 00:00 UTC. (6pm / 7pm)

Early Shift - For US Central Time, the late shift begins 

at 08:00 UTC.  (2am / 3am)
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POTA Terminology

PARK TO PARK (P2P) 
CONTACT
Contact made between two Activators during an 

activation of their respective parks.
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POTA Terminology

2-FER / 3-FER
It is possible to make a POTA contact where the 

Activator is in multiple park entities at the same time.  

This contact will count as two individual POTA 

contacts, one for each park.

Ex:  US-2482 – Fort Snelling State Park is 

inside/overlapped by US-3381 – Mississippi River 

National Recreational Area
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PARKING LOT

Activation

Styles
PICNIC TABLE

CAMPSITE

MOBILE

PAVILION
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POTA Activation Styles

PARKING LOT
Operating from the hatch of your car, or from inside 

of your car with a portable antenna deployed.
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POTA Activation Styles

MOBILE
Operating from inside your car with a mobile antenna 

mounted on your car.

Some operators complete “Roves” by traveling 

between and activating multiple parks within the 

same zulu day.
KC3WPW
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POTA Activation Styles

PICNIC TABLE
Make yourself comfortable at a picnic table or 

pavilion within the park.

W0DHZ
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POTA Activation Styles

CAMPSITE / RV
Operating from a campsite.

Picnic table, portable table, RV, or tent.

Usually results in multiple activations over several 

days.
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POTA Activation Styles

BACKPACKING
Some POTA Parks are accessible only via a hike.

QRP Low Power / Small Battery

K4SWL
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Radio

POTA

Equipment
Antenna

Headset

Battery
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POTA Equipment

100w RADIOS
Icom IC-7300

Yaesu FT-991

Yaesu FT-891
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POTA Equipment

QRP RADIOS
Icom IC-7300

Elecraft KX3
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POTA Equipment

BATTERIES
LiFePO4 – Most popular batter for portable operations

Lightweight, maintains voltage through battery discharge 

cycle, no maintenance, and safe to transport.

Bioenno Power / LiTime / Dakota Lithium / Miady

~$300 for 30Ah (Excellent for 100w)

3000+ Charge Cycles / 10+ Year Warranties
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POTA Equipment

ANTENNAS
Verticals (Wolf River Coils / BuddiStick) 

• Fast to deploy

• No dependance on trees

• Low impact / Leave no trace

• My antenna of choice
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POTA Equipment

ANTENNAS
EFHW (PackTenna / Chameleon) 

• Multiple bands can be a positive feature

• Can be harder / slower to deploy

• Requires a mast or lines in trees

K4SWL
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POTA Equipment

ANTENNAS
Ham Sticks / Mag Mounts / Screwdriver/Tarheels

• Fast Deploy

• May be a compromised solution

• Great for multi park roves
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POTA Equipment

ANTENNAS
Dipoles (BuddiPole / Wire Dipoles) 

• Can be harder / slower to deploy

• Can be difficult to switch bands

• Requires a mast or lines in trees
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POTA Equipment

ACCESSORIES
Headset

Foot/Hand PTT Switch

Laptop
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BANDS

POTA

Mechanics
MODES

EXCHANGE

LOGGING
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40 / 20 / 17 / 15 / 10 Most popular with POTA

160 / 80 / 60 / 40 / 20 / 15 / 10 / 6

POTA is not a contest – WARC band operations is permitted

30 / 17 / 12 – WARC Bands

Bring your HTs!

UHF / VHF Bands

POTA Bands

Provided that you have operating privileges

All amateur radio bands are allowed!
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SSB

CW

FT-4 / FT-8 most popular ( PSK31 / RTTY / Others)

Digital

POTA Operating Modes

This is the only type of repeater contact that is 

allowed.  Land repeaters are not allowed.

Satellites
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Call CQ POTA and commence the pileup!

Run – Call CQ POTA

Contact other POTA Activators who are calling CQ POTA

Search / Pounce – Make P2P

Any contact will qualify for a POTA contact, you do not 

have to call CQ POTA

Run – Call CQ – Other Contests

POTA Operating Styles

Contact others calling CQ, even if it is not POTA

Search / Pounce – Other Contests
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CQ Parks on the Air

W0DHZ at park

US-2482

W6ABC

W6ABC you are 59

from park US-2482

In Minnesota

QSL?

QSL

You are 59

here in California

QSL?

QSL – Thanks for the contact,  73!

W0DHZ Parks on the Air

QRZ

POTA EXCHANGE
Activator

Hunter
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Recommended as logs must be submitted in ADIF format by the activator.

Computer Logging

Reliable low-tech option, but you must enter into ADIF format for upload.

Paper Logging

POTA Logging
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The callsign of the activator.

STATION_CALLSIGN or OPERATOR

Callsign of the person you are contacting.

CALL

POTA Logging – Required Fields (ADIF)

The date and time of the contact.

QSO_DATE / TIME_ON

The band the QSO took place and the mode.

BAND / MODE

SIG_INFO is the park reference number of the person you contacted if they are in another POTA park – Park 

to Park Contact.  MY_SIG_INFO is optional and is your park reference number..

SIG_INFO / MY_SIG_INFO
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POTA Logging – N3FJP

Windows

POTA Template

Other Contest Logs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VePKcyP8ppw
Matt Heere’s video on setting up N3FJP for POTA

CAT/RIG Interface

https://www.n3fjp.com/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VePKcyP8ppw
https://www.n3fjp.com/
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POTA Logging – HAMRS

Windows / Mac OS / Linux
iPhone / Android

Created specifically for POTA

No CAT/RIG Interface

https://hamrs.app/

https://hamrs.app/
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POTA Hunting

Getting Started
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POTA Website – Sign Up  https://pota.app

Your existing contacts
may be waiting!

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website – Log In https://pota.app

Default Spots Page

Filter Band

Sort Frequency

Start Hunting Contacts!

Hunters do not need to
submit logs to POTA /
only Activators submit logs

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/


|    49

Copyright © 2024 – Dale R Henninger

POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/
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POTA Activating

Getting Started
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POTA Activating

TEST YOUR GEAR
Hunt some POTA parks from your backyard using 

your POTA setup.  Make sure you can set things up 

easily and have all the items you need for a 

successful activation.
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POTA Activating

PICK A PARK
Choose a park close to home for your first activation.  

Keep it simple and bring the gear that you are most 

comfortable operating with.

The https://pota.app website map will help you 

locate parks.

https://pota.app/
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POTA Activating

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Make sure you have the appropriate park passes that 

you will need for park entry before you head to the 

park or make sure you that you will be able to 

purchase the right pass/permit when you get there.

Visit the website before going so that you are aware 

of any special alerts or notices before you get there.
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POTA Activating

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Also make sure that you understand the park layout 

and policies.

Do not operate from spaces that require reservations 

unless you have a reservation.

Be careful how “big” your activation gets.  Most parks 

require permits to have organized activities in them.
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POTA Activating

SETUP / ACTIVATE
Search / Pounce some parks to get warmed up.

Start calling CQ

Spot yourself on the http://pota.app website or wait 

to be contacted/spotted – Let the pileup ensue…

Log your contacts.

Call last call for contacts and the announce QRT

http://pota.app/
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POTA Website – Spotting Page  https://pota.app

Click on “Add Spot”

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website – Spotting Page  https://pota.app

Fill out spot information

https://pota.app/
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POTA Activating

UPLOAD LOGS
http://pota.app website or wait to be 

contacted/spotted – Let the pileup ensue…

Log your contacts.

Call last call for contacts and the announce QRT

http://pota.app/
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POTA Website – Log Upload –  https://pota.app

Export you logs to
ADIF file

Upload to POTA
Website

Make sure file follows
naming convention:

W0DHZ@US-2484-
20231001.adi

Spend time getting to
know logging process

https://pota.app/
mailto:W0DHZ@K-2484-20231001.adi
mailto:W0DHZ@K-2484-20231001.adi
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POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website –  https://pota.app

Track your progress

https://pota.app/
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POTA Website – Awards –  https://pota.app

https://pota.app/
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Minnesota Parks on the Air Activity Day
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Thank You!

I hope to see you in my log!

Twitter:  @W0DHZ

https://www.youtube.com/@W0DHZ

https://www.w0dhz.com

https://twitter.com/w0dhz
https://www.youtube.com/@W0DHZ
https://www.w0dhz.com/
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